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COLOMBIA. 

Sanitary report from Guayaquil. 

Department op State, 
Washington, D. C, March 21, 1899. 

Sir : By direction of the Secretary of State, I have the honor to 
quote for the information of the Supervising Surgeon-General, Marine- 
Hospital Service, the following paragraph from a dispatch of the 2d 
instant from our consul general at Guayaquil, relative to the sanitary 
condition of his consular district : 

''The health of Guayaquil is, I am sorry to say, extremely bad. 
Yellow fever, happily, has not appeared, but paludic fevers have been 
very fatal and dysentery is epidemic carrying off scores of the poorer 
classes. The mortality for the past month has been at the rate of over 
9 per cent per annum, say 96 to the 1,000. I attribute the sickness 
almost altogether to lack of sanitation." 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

CUBA. 

Report on the village and harbor of Daiquiri, Cuba, and arrangements for a 

quarantine. 

Marine-Hospital Service, 
Office of Medical Officer in Command, 
Santiago de Cuba, March 14, 1899. 

Sir : Daiquiri is an open harbor, 18 miles to the east of the mouth of 
the Bay of Santiago. It is a port of entry. The industry consists solely 
of the iron ore of the Spanish- American Ore Company. 

The total population of the place is about 1,000, divided in 2 vil- 
lages. One, Vincent, is the mining camp, contains about 700; the 
other, La Playa, is a little village of a few hundred workmen near the 
pier. The papulation consists mostly of Spanish miners and Cuban 
laborers. There are about 25 or 30 American mechanics, engaged 
mostly in rebuilding the houses burnt by our army last summer. 

The 2 villages receive their water supply from the Magdalena Biver, 
some 6 miles distant. 

The health of the population at Daiquiri does not differ materially 
from that of the other Cuban seaports. Malarial fevers and yellow 
fever exist in season. Yellow fever was epidemic among the Spanish 
soldiers quartered there a few years ago. Last week an American 
workman named Boberts came to Santiago from Daiquiri, was taken 
sick and sent to the yellow-fever hospital. It is believed he brought 
the disease along with him. 

SHIPPING. 

The shipping at Daiquiri consists solely of the exportation of iron ore 
to Philadelphia and Baltimore. Sailing vessels arrive occasionally with 
coal and building material. There are about 4 or 5 steamers a month. 
The crew is not allowed ashore according to the terms of the ship's 



